
ADVANCED STUDIES IN 
MUSIC PERFORMANCE
AND INTERPRETATION

ORCHESTRA MUSICIAN
Tympani and Percussion Instruments

FIRST LEVEL 1-YEAR (EQF 7)
POSTGRADUATE SPECIALIZATION 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2018/2019

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The  First  level  1-year  Postgraduate  Specialization  in  the  role  of  ORCHESTRA
MUSICIAN aims at providing outstanding graduates from Conservatories with the
highly  specialized  skills  and  cultural  in-depth  studies  necessary  to  meet  the
requirements of contemporary national and international musical professional life.
The course prepares instrumentalists both technically and culturally to perform the
symphonic  and  operatic  repertoire,  providing  them  both  with  the  appropriate
methodology and artistic-cultural background and with a focus on the musical styles
of the cultivated tradition.
The  program  covers  elements  related  to  instrumental  technique,  as  well  as  to
psychical, emotional and creative aspects involved in musical performance. To this
end students will be offered the opportunity to gain an in-depth understanding of the
repertoire, both from an historical and an analytical perspective, and to develop a
critical approach towards the experiences in the evolution of orchestral practices.
Within  the  frame of  this  course  students  will  have  the  opportunity  to  study  the
orchestral repertoire  with teachers of outstanding national and international stature.
Students will also participates in workshops and rehearsing sessions to be held by
professional orchestras. 

PROFESSIONAL PROFILE – EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES – 
CAREER RESULTS

The Postgraduate Specialization aims at forming skilled professionals specialized in
the symphonic and operatic repertoire, giving them the necessary tools to succesfully
participate  in national and international competions and auditions for open positions
in orchestras. The course will provide students with the means to master a variety of
languages and musical styles of ensemble repertoire and will teach them a specific
methodology for work organization inside an orchestra.
The specialized professional figure of the Orchestra Musician can find a appropriate
position in both small instrumental ensembles and large institutional orchestras, Tv
and radio broadcasts productions in Italy and abroad.

ELIGIBILE STUDENTS

For the Academic Year 2018/2019 the Master programme is offered to players of
PERCUSSION  INSTRUMENTS.  The  Postgraduate  Specialization  Course  will  be
activated  with  a  minimum of  5  participants  who meet  the  criteria  to  qualify  for
eligibility.
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In  order  to  access  the  audition,  candidates  must  be  in  possession  of  one  of  the
following:

-  Diploma  accademico  di  Primo  Livello  (Master  Degree,  EQF  6),  or  traditional
Diploma from an Italian Conservatorio (Ordinamento previgente);
- Laurea triennale (Academic Master degree, EQF 6);
- Equivalent diploma (EQF 6) awarded by foreing institution;

Simultaneous enrollment for the same academic year to other AFAM courses is not
allowed.

ORCHESTRAL PARTNERS

ORCHESTRA DELLA FONDAZIONE ARTURO TOSCANINI, Parma (Main Partner)
ORCHESTRA DELLA FONDAZIONE LUIGI CHERUBINI, Piacenza/Ravenna.

Other orchestral partners are being defined and could be available in the course of
the Academic Year 2018-2019.

TEACHERS

Teaching activities will mainly be led by

NICK WOUD (Concertgebouw Amsterdam) – tympani
DANILO GRASSI (Conservatorio di musica “A. Boito”, Parma) – tympani and 
percussion instruments
LYA MELIKHOV (Russian National Orchestra, Moscow) – tympani and 
percussion instruments in the Russian Repertoire
CARMELO GULLOTTO (Orchestra Sinfonica Nazionale RAI, Torino) – keyboard
percussion instruments in the symphonic repertoire 
CRISTIANO PIROLA (Basque Drum and accessories)

SELECTION PROCEDURE AND ADMISSION CRITERIA

The selection of the applicants will take place on November 13th 2018 at 2 pm.

Applicants  in  possession  of  valid  requirements  will  be  selected  according  to  the
following evaluation criteria with a maximum score of 100 points being awarded as
follows:

- evaluation of musical qualifications (max10 points);
- evaluation of artistic and professional qualifications (max 20 points);
- audition (max 70 points)

Applicants who reach a minimum score of 70/100 points, of which at least 50/100
must be earned on the audition, will be listed in the final admission rankings.
The  Examination  Board  is  comprised  of  a  minimum  of  five  members,  including
teachers from core subject areas and external experts, appointed by the Director. 
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AUDITION

Instrumental performance of one or more pieces chosen by the Examination Board,
from the required repertoire (Allegato).
The candidates can send together with their application form a request for a video
audition, specifying a link (e.g. Vimeo, Youtube) to an original and unpublished video
shot with the complete required repertoire (Allegato). The video shot must follow
these directions: a single camera at a fixed angle view, clearly showing the faces and
the hands of the players; each piece played continuously, with no interruptions nor
any kind of editing; video shots can be interrupted between different pieces. 
Admission results will be communicated on the same day of the live audition.

COURSE DETAILS

Classes of the Master Course will be held during the Academic Year 2018-2019 and
will end, unless differently specified, by October 31st, 2019.
Internships and training activities may end by next winter exam session (by March
31st, 2020).  Course Committee may decide further exceptions, if necessary.
The  course  takes  place  at  Conservatorio  “Arrigo  Boito”  in  Parma and  at  specific
locations of partner Companies and Institutions participating in the program.
Minimum 80% attendance  is  required  for  lectures,  practice  and  internships,  and
seminars set out in the course program.
In order to be awarded their Postgraduate Specialization graduates are required to
earn 60 credits (CF), subdivided as follows:

AREA 1  

MODULE type Contact hrs CF Eval.
History of symphonic and operatic repertoire C 6 1 P/F
Analysis of symphonic and operatic repertoire C 6 1 P/F
TOTAL 12 2

AREA 2  

MODULE type Contact hrs CF Eval.
Performing practice of orchstral repertoire and first 
sight reading

I/C 150 30 exam

TOTAL 150 30

AREA 3  

MODULE type Contact hrs CF Eval.
Internships and training activities L 120 12 P/F
Project Work L 44 4 P/F
TOTAL 164 16

 AREA 4  

MODULE type Contact hrs CF Eval.
Jurisprudence of itlian musical activities C 12 2 P/F
Workshops and conferences C 24 4
TOTAL 36 6

CF
Final thesis 6
TOTAL 6

GRAND TOTAL Contact hrs CF
362 60
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In order to complete the required total of 1500 hours the amount of  individual study
is expected to be 1.138.

FINAL EXAM

The final exam is an assessment of the student’s acquired specialized knowledge and
is comprised of:

- a paper (Postgraduate Specialization thesis);
- an interview;
- an performance (Project work)

AWARDED DEGREE

Students  who  will  have  fulfilled  the  program's  requirements  and  succeeded  in
passing  their  final  exam will  be  awarded the  degree  in “Orchestra Musician –
Tympani  and  Percussion  Instruments”  (Italian  Level  I  Master)  i.e.
Postgraduate Specialization degree (EQF 7 - 1.500 hrs - 60 CF).

Minimum requirements for obtaining the degree: to be awarded the Master's degree
students  are  required  to  have  met  the  80%  attendance  requirement  in  all  the
program's  modules,  to  have  successfully  passed  all  mid-term  examinations  (if
applicable),  to  have  earned  the  totality  of  credits  needed  for  the  program's
completion,  to have fulfilled the internship requirements and to have successfully
passed their final exam.
Scholarships may be awarded to the most  meritorious students,  according to the
admission ranking list, with a 20% maximum in relation to financial resources of the
course.The recipients' names will be notified before the daedline for the payment of
the second installment of the global fee, provided that the student has met the 80%
attendance requirement in all the program's modules.

The present document is approved by the proper internal authorities and it is subject
to further supervision and approval by the Italian MIUR. Its text might therefore be
subject to modifications or integrations that will be immediately notified.

APPLICATION

Applications must be submited from August 1st 2018 and no late than October 31st

2018,  using  the  appropriate  form  available  from  the  Administration  Office
(Segreteria) or downloadable www.conservatorio.pr.it
In  case  of  applications  sent  by  post,  the  postmark  date  is  valid,  providing  that
application form (Allegato A) is sent via e-mail by the deadline date.
Appilcations must be delivered together  with:

- a copy of the student's Curriculum Vitae;
- Diplomas/bachelors/high  school  certificates  or  self-certification  attesting

possession of the requisite certifications as prescribed by current Italian law;
- a list of the most significant artistic and professional titles and achievements

relevant to the Master's program.
- web address linking to (optional) audition video; link should be active at least

until November 30th, 2018;
- payment receipt of the admission fee 
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FEES

Admission fee: € 50,00 to be paid together with the application;
Enrollment fees: yearly fee for the Postgraduate Specialization program: € 2.600,00
divided into two installments: € 1.950,00 payment is due upon enrollment, whereas €
625,00 must be paid by June 30th, 2019.
Payment must be made through bank deposit to Conservatorio di musica “A. Boito” -
Parma, IBAN IT44O0623012700000074997550 - BIC/SWIFT: CRPPIT2P452

    F.to
Il Direttore del Conservatorio

          M° Riccardo Ceni
Parma, 18/07/2018
Prot. n. 3727/3FAM

INFORMATION AND CONTACTS

CONSERVATORIO “A. BOITO” DI PARMA
Via del Conservatorio, 27/a – 43100 Parma - tel. 0521 381911, fax. 200398

www.conservatorio.pr.it

ufficio.master@conservatorio.pr.it

segreteria.didattica2@conservatorio.pr.it

Course supervisor: prof. Danilo Grassi: 
danilo.grassi@conservatorio.pr.it

Tutor: prof. Massimo Felici
massimo.felici@conservatorio.pr.it
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