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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The Second level 1-year Postgraduate Specialization in HARP aims at providing outstanding graduates
from Conservatory with the highly specialized skills and cultural in-depth studies necessary to meet the
requirements of contemporary national and international musical life.
The course stems from the fact of the absence of specific opportunities in traditional curricula and
prepares  both  technically  and  culturally  advanced  instrumentalists  to  perform  the  great  solistic
repertoire, providing them not only with the appropriate methodology and artistic-cultural background,
but focusing on new musical languages as well.
The program covers elements related to instrumental technique, as well as to psychical, emotional and
creative aspects involved in musical performance. To this end students will be offered the opportunity
to gain an in-depth understanding of the repertoire, both from an historical and analytical perspective,
and to develop a critical approach towards interpretation traditions and outstanding players of the XX
century.

PROFESSIONAL PROFILE – EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES – CAREER RESULTS

The Postgraduate Specialization has the following specific objectives:
-  to  prepare  highly  skilled  professionals  by  means  of  teachers  and  assistants  with  outstanding
experience, both national and international, with a focus on contemporary music, without neglecting
jazz and pop specific repertoires. The course will provide students with the means to achieve mastery
in  a  variety  of  languages  and  musical  styles;  students  will  also  acquire  a  specific  methodology
regarding aspects of work organization in different music styles;
-  to  provide students with several  quality performances,  in  collaboration  with fine and prestigious
external partners and orchestras,  following the methods and working organization of a professional
environment;
Professional  profiles  related  are:  solo  and  chamber  music  players;  jazz  and  pop  players  (both  in
orchestra  or big band);  teachers;  educational  projects  supervisors in any kind of school;  musicians
involved in organizing production activities (theatres, associations, etc.).



ELIGIBILE STUDENTS

Postgraduate Specialization will be activated with a minimum of 5 candidates who meet the criteria to
qualify for eligibility.
In  order  to  access  the  audition,  candidates  must  be  in  possession  of  one  of  the  following:
- Diploma accademico di Secondo Livello (Master Degree, EQF 7), or traditional Diploma from an
Italian Conservatorio (Ordinamento previgente); 
- Laurea specialistica (Academic Master degree, EQF 7);
- Equivalent diploma (EQF 7) awarded by foreing institution;
Simultaneous enrollment for the same academic year to other AFAM courses is not allowed.

TEACHERS

EMANUELA DEGLI ESPOSTI
Harp;Solo repertoire with orchestra
MARCELLA CARBONI
Harp (classical, jazz and pop); Improvisation and new technologies; Ensemble
LAURA PAPESCHI
Harp (orchestra and operatic repertoire)

SELECTION PROCEDURE AND ADMISSION CRITERIA

Applicants in possession of valid requirements will be selected according to the following evaluation
criteria with a maximum score of 100 points being awarded as follows:

- evaluation of musical qualifications (max10 points);
- evaluation of artistic and professional qualifications (max 20 points);
- audition (max 70 points)

Applicants who reach a minimum score of 70/100 points, of which at least 50/100 must be earned on
the audition, will be listed in the final admission rankings.
The Examination Board is comprised of a minimum of five members, including teachers from core
subject areas and external experts, appointed by the Director. 
The decision by the Examination Board is final. 
Results will be announced by November 15th, 2017.

AUDITION 
Applicants must send, together with admission form, a link (e.g. Vimeo, Youtube) to an original and
unpublished video shot (max. duration 30 minutes) with a programme at the choice of the candidate,
including an orchestra solo.Video shot must follow these directions: a single camera in fixed angle
view, clearly showing the face and the hands of the player; each piece played continuously, with no
interruptions (this also applies for pieces in several movements) nor any kind of editing; video shots
can be interrupted only in case of different pieces.



ADMISSION APPLICATION

Admission applications must be filed using the appropriate form available from the Administration
Office (Segreteria) or downloadable here.
The application must be delivered from August 1st to October 31st, 2017.
In  case  of  applications  sent  by  post,  the  postmark  date  is  valid,  providing  that  application  form
(Allegato A) is sent via e-mail by October 31st, 2017.
Appilcations must be delivered along with:

- a copy of the student's Curriculum Vitae;
- Diplomas/bachelors/high  school  certificates  or  self-certification  attesting  possession  of  the

requisite certifications as prescribed by current Italian law;
- a list of the most significant artistic and professional titles and achievements relevant to the

Master's program.
- web address linking to audition video; link should be active at least until November 30th, 2017;
- payment receipt of the admission fee 

COURSE DETAILS

Postgraduate  Specialization's  educational  and  practical  activities  will  take  place  during  the  whole
Academic Year and will end by October 31st, 2018.
Internships and training activities may end by next winter exam session (by March 31st, 2019). 
Course Committee may decide further exceptions, if necessary.
The course takes place at Conservatorio “Arrigo Boito” in Parma and at specific locations of partner
Companies and Institutions participating in the program.
Rules on participation and attendance requirements for all modules are listed in the Regulations issued
by the Course Committee.
Minimum 80% attendance is required for lectures, practice and internships, and seminars set out in the
course program.

In order to be awarded their Postgraduate Specialization graduates are required to earn 60 credits (CF-
ECTS), subdivided as follows:

Area 1
MODULE hrs CF
Harp literature 12 2
History of Harp repertoire 18 3
Analysis of Harp repertoire 18 3
Total 48 8

 Area 2
MODULE hrs CF
Harp (performance) 96 24
Ensemble and chamber music 24 4
Solo repertoire with orchestra 16 4
Total 136 32



Area 3
MODULE hrs CF
Internships and training activities; concerts and competitions; Project work 160 10
Total 160 10

Area 4
MODULE hrs CF
Workshops and conferences 24 4
Total 24 4

CF
Final thesis 6

TOTAL hrs CF
368 60

FINAL EXAM
The final exam is an assessment of the student’s acquired specialized knowledge and is comprised of:

- a written text (Postgraduate Specialization thesis);
- an interview;
- an instrumental performance (Solo repertoire and Project work).

AWARDED TITLE

Students who will have fulfilled the program's requirements and succeeded in passing their final exam
will  be  awarded  the  title  Master  Annuale  di  Secondo  livello  in  “Alto  perfezionamento  in
interpretazione  musicale  per  Arpa” (Italian  Level  II  Master)  i.e.  Postgraduate  Specialization
degree (EQF 8 - 1.500 hrs - 60 credits ECTS).

Minimum requirements  for  obtaining  the  degree:  to  be  awarded  the  Master's  degree  students  are
required  to  have  met  the  80%  attendance  requirement  in  all  the  program's  modules,  to  have
successfully passed all mid-term examinations (if applicable),  to have earned the totality of credits
needed  for  the  program's  completion,  to  have  fulfilled  the  internship  requirements  and  to  have
successfully passed their final exam.

Scholarships may be awarded to the most meritorious students, according to the admission ranking list,
with a 20% maximum in relation to financial resources of the course.

ENROLLMENT AND FEES

Admission fee: € 50,00, to be paid together with the application;
Enrollment fees: yearly fee for the Postgraduate Specialization program: € 2.500, divided into two
installments: €1.875,00 payment is due upon enrollment, whereas € 625,00 must be paid by June 30th,
2018.



Payment must be made through bank deposit to Conservatorio di musica “A. Boito” - Parma, IBAN
IT44O0623012700000074997550 - BIC/SWIFT: CRPPIT2P452

The Director 
M° Riccardo Ceni 

INFORMATION AND CONTACTS
CONSERVATORIO “A. BOITO” DI PARMA

Via del Conservatorio, 27/a – 43100 Parma
tel. +39 0521 381911, fax. +39 0521 200398

www.conservatorio.pr.it
ufficio.master@conservatorio.pr.it

segreteria.didattica2@conservatorio.pr.it

Course supervisor: Emanuela Degli Esposti
emanuela.degliesposti@conservatorio.pr.it
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