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One of the four conservatories in Italy appointed Royal 
State Conservatory in 1888, the Conservatory Arrigo 
Boito of Parma, higher education institution, was ori-
ginally first founded as a public school of music by the 
Duchess Maria Luigia, Napoleon’s wife. The institution 
brings together tradition and innovation by combining 
training, specialization, research, production and third 
mission. 

The main objective is to educate through the highest 
standard of teaching and professors (musicians, sin-
gers, conductors and composers) in order to develop 
the potential of every student. The academic offer is 
articulated through more than 150 courses, from ear-
ly and classical music to jazz and pop, all functional to 
evolution of professionals with high specialization and 
concrete prospects in the job market. 

Thanks to the extensive network of international re-
lations, the Conservatory of Parma guarantees the 
exchange of experiences and didactic and artistic practi-
ces with other European and non-European countries, 
a fundamental aspect for the education of musicians. 

The Conservatory is also a prolific center for production 
inclusive of all musical languages, from the consolida-
ted tradition of early and classical music to the applied 
research to the innovation of musical systems, and in 
a constant dialogue between past and future genera-
tions of artists: the Conservatory offers the city nume-
rous concerts and dissemination activities and gives 
the students the opportunity to constantly engage 
themselves with the public. This is thanks to the in-dep-
th and consolidated synergy with the main public and 
private institutions, the cultural entities and production 
forces of the territory. 

MISSION

www.conservatorio.pr.it/en/missione
54

 Via Emilia Youth Orchestra (OGVE). Credits ©Rolando Paolo Guerzoni



The Conservatory of Parma 
campus is situated in the hi-
storic Carmine Convent (whi-
ch began to be built at the end 
of the XIII century). The first 
core was instituted in 1818 
when the Duchess Maria Lu-
igia founded a public singing 
school for male orphans. In 
1827, the school opened up 
to instrumental practices and 
in 1833 extended its singing 
training to women as well. 
Maria Luigia would make sure 
the best students entered the 
Ducale Orchestra, as practi-
tioners, directed by Niccolò 
Paganini from 1834-1836. 

In 1888, The Royal School of 
Music became a state music 
conservatory, entering the 
system of national artistic 
education and becoming one 
of the first four conservato-
ries in Italy along with Milan, 
Naples and Palermo. 

The first directors were no-
minated by indication of Giu-
seppe Verdi, namely Giovan-
ni Bottesini and later, Franco 
Faccio side by side with Arri-
go Boito in the title of hono-
rary director of the Conserva-
tory (1890-1891). In 1919, the 

Conservatory is named after 
Arrigo Boito. 

In 1977, the director Piero 
Guarino established the equi-
valent to a music high school 
along with the Conservatory, 
which was the first one in Italy 
to offer a solid cultural prepa-
ration along with the teaching 
of music. 

In 2004, after the musical stu-
dies reform, the Conservatory 
of Parma adopted an auto-
nomous status and activated 
the courses level EQF 6, 7 and 
8 (academic and I e II level 
postgraduate specialization 
courses).

Among distinguished stu-
dents and professors, one 
can mention Arturo Toscani-
ni, Claudio Abbado, Renata 
Tebaldi, Ildebrando Pizzetti, 
Cleofonte Campanini, Bruno 
Barilli, Enrico Polo, Gian Fran-
cesco Malipiero, Franco Mar-
gola, Giusto Dacci, Camillo 
Togni, Achille Longo, Daniele 
Gatti, Piero Guarino. 

www.conservatorio.pr.it/en/storia

HISTORY
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Arrigo Boito

Arturo Toscanini’s studio in the historic Museum of the Conservatory “Arrigo Boito”



The Conservatory organizes concerts and cultural 
manifestations in the Auditorium del Carmine, ex-
Church of Carmine (built between XIII and XVI century). 
The gothic building includes the stalls of 284 seats, a 
German organ (Weigle, 1983) and the historic organ 
attributed to Claudio Merulo (1533-1604), a diffusion 
system of 4 D&B channels with a Presonus Studiolive 32 
channel digital mixer.
www.conservatorio.pr.it/en/auditorium-del-carmine

The Sala Verdi is a hall devoted for cultural events, 
meetings and concerts which was built in the ex-
refectory of the Convent of Carmine. It has been 
restored recently and possesses a broad stage and a 
Bose stereo diffusion system with a Presonus Studiolive 
24 digital mixer. 

Aula Capriate is an ideal space for jazz and pop music 
lessons; it possesses technical equipment that include 
keyboards (Yamaha MOTIF XF7, Nord Stage 2 Compact, 
Moog Voyager, MAG Organ), digital mixer (Presonus 
Studio Live 32, Yamaha 01V96), microphones Shure SM 
58 beta, guitar and bass amplifiers (Vox AC15VR, Mark 
Bass CMD 121), Drum Kit (Pearl Reference, cymbals 
Sabian) and a FBT monitor.

The Chiostro Maggiore (Main Cloister) is a 
magnificent garden square whose construction was 
finished in 1583 in accordance to the doric order. It 
opens to the public during spring and summer and 
hosts events and concerts ranging from classical and 
symphonic music to pop, rock and musical. 

The Museum, The Media Library, and the Historic 
Archives, are a tripartite structure that offers a rich 
compilation of non-librarian documents. The Museum 
counts with a series of testimonials from musicians, 
ex-students and professors and the reconstruction of 
the personal studios of Arturo Toscanini and Arrigo 
Boito. 
www.conservatorio.pr.it/en/museo-riccardo-barilla

Historic music instruments: the Conservatory of 
Parma has a rich collection of keyboards, bowed 
strings, plucked and wind instruments of great 
historic and artistic value ranging from XVII to the 
beginning of XX century. Some of these instruments 
are available for students for studying and concert 
purposes and are digitally exhibited to the public 
via the MIMO project 
Music Instrument Museums Online. 

VENUES, INSTRUMENTS AND TECHNOLOGY
In the Conservatory’s building, one can also find 
the Musical Section of the Palatina Library, one of 
the most important and historic musical libraries 
of Italy. With more than 170.000 units, it preserves 
manuscript and printed music, booklets, journals, 
musical literature and historic correspondence. 

The Church of San Rocco is also a splendid 
architectural example of the baroque style. 
Thanks to an agreement with the Pastoral Care 
of the University of Parma, the Church and the 
Sacresty host concerts, events and lessons of the 
Conservatory’s Early Music Department. 
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TEACHING STAFF
150 professors for the academic courses of I and II 
level (EQF 6 and 7) and pre-academic courses 
50 professors for the post-diploma specialization 
courses (in Italian: “master”) of I and II level (EQF 7 
and 8)

COURSES
150 courses divided into:

First-level EQF 6 academic courses 
Second-level EQF 7 academic courses 
First and second-level EFQ 7 and 8 postgraduate 
specialization courses (in Italian: “master”)
Pre-academic courses (including Instrumental 
laboratories – Courses for basic training)

STUDENTS
Every year the Conservatory of Parma has an ave-
rage of 1000 students, of which 25% are internatio-
nal students coming from over 50 countries and 4 
different continents (the national average of inter-
national students per AFAM institute is 16.5%). 

CONCERTS, EVENTS, MASTERCLASS AND SEMINARS
100 concerts
40 listening guides, meetings, book presentations, 
conferences
70 masterclass, seminars and workshops for every 
discipline 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
100 Erasmus+ EU and extra EU agreements
2 ongoing strategic partnerships
60 EU and extra EU exchange programs 

*these numbers refer to annual averages 

NUMBERS*

10



In order to meet the specialization demands of 
professional musicians, the Conservatory of Parma 
provides a rich educational offer that ranges from pre-
academic courses for those students who are taking 
their first steps in music to academic courses and 
postgraduate specialization courses. This offer applies to 
either the classical studies – from early to contemporary 
music – or the jazz, pop, rock ones.  

BEFORE THE ACADEMIC COURSES 
 

Instrumental laboratories – Courses for basic 
training aimed at beginner students.

Preparatory courses (Corsi propedeutici) are desi-
gned for those who want to acquire training in order 
to access the I level academic diploma. These courses 
include individual lessons of the instrument, singing or 
composition and the theoretical and ensemble/choral 
group lessons. 
 

I LEVEL ACADEMIC DIPLOMA COURSES – EQF 6 
(three-years)
The I level academic courses are equivalent to a three-
year bachelor degree and provide individual instrument, 
singing, composition or conducting lessons and all the 
other necessary disciplines for a complete education of 
a musician.

 
II LEVEL ACADEMIC DIPLOMA COURSES – EQF 7 
(two-years)
The II level academic courses are equivalent to the ma-
ster’s degree and allows the students to deepen their 
specific studies. 

COURSES
I AND II LEVEL POSTGRADUATE SPECIALIZATION 
COURSES – EQF 7 and 8 (one-year)
Called in Italian “master courses”, they are offered to stu-
dents who possess a I or II degree diploma and wish to 
obtain a high specialization in particular sectors of the 
professional music world. 
www.conservatorio.pr.it/presentazionemaster

ACADEMIC SINGLE COURSES
Academic single courses are trainings activated in the 
context of I and II level academic studies. They offer the 
regularization and certification of academic credits and 
the studying of single subjects without being enrolled in 
an academic full course. 
www.conservatorio.pr.it/corsi-singoli-accademici

SCHOLARSHIPS
In order to support students throughout their studies, 
every year there are scholarships available for different 
purposes, ranging from pianist, orchestral and cho-
ral collaborations, recording and editing collaboration 
to language tutoring and support in the Third Mission 
Project. 
Rotary Club, Lions Club, Soroptimist International, 
Zonta International Club are institutions which have 
supported the Conservatory throughout the years with 
scholarships for the most deserving students. 

www.conservatorio.pr.it/ammissioni

For further information, visit the Didactic section 
in the institutional web page:
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Concert in celebration of the 400 years 
anniversary of Teatro Farnese, organized by La 

Toscanini. Par.M.A. Musica Antica Ensemble

http://www.conservatorio.pr.it/presentazionemaster
http://www.conservatorio.pr.it/corsi-singoli-accademici
http://www.conservatorio.pr.it/ammissioni
http://www.conservatorio.pr.it/ammissioni


Preparatory 
Courses

I Level Academic 
Diploma EQF 6

II level Academic 
Diploma EQF 7

Accordion * * *
Baroque Cello *

Baroque Violin * * *
Bass Tuba * * *
Bassoon * * *
Cello * * *
Chamber Music *

Chamber Music for pianists * *

Chamber Music for singers * *

Choir Conducting and Composition * *

Clarinet * * *
Clarinet – Bass clarinet *

Classical and Baroque Oboe * *

Composition * * *
Cornet *

Double bass * * *
Electroacustic music * *

Ensemble music for ancient instru-
ments and singers

*

Flute * * *
Guitar * * *
Harp * * *
Harpsichord and historic keyboards * * *
Historical clarinet * *

Historical Piano * *

Horn * * *
Jazz Clarinet * *

Jazz Composition * *

Jazz Double Bass * *

Jazz Drums and Percussion Instru-
ments

* *

Jazz Drums and Percussion Instru-
ments (Vibraphone)

* *

Jazz Electric Bass * *

Jazz Guitar * *

Jazz Piano * *

Jazz Saxophone * *

Preparatory 
Courses

I Level Academic 
Diploma EQF 6

II level Academic 
Diploma EQF 7

Jazz Singing * *

Jazz Trombone * *

Jazz Trumpet * *

Jazz Violin * *

Lute * * *
Music Education *

Music Education / Instrument *

Musicology: Historical, critical and 
analytical disciplines of music

*

Oboe * * *
Orchestra Conducting * *

Organ * * *
Percussion Instruments * * *
Piano * * *
Pop/Rock Electric Bass * *

Pop/Rock Drums and Percussion 
Instruments

* *

Pop/Rock Guitar * *

Pop/Rock Piano and Keyboards * *

Pop/Rock Singing * *

Recorder * *

Renaissance and Baroque Singing * *

Repetiteur * *

Saxophone * * *
Singing * * *
Traversiere * *

Trombone * * *
Trumpet * * *
Viola * * *
Viola da gamba * * *
Violin * * *
Wind Band Orchestration and 
Composition

* * *

Classic and contemporary area
Early Music area
Jazz area
Pop area
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Thanks to the wide network of cooperations with 
many prestigious stakeholders of the territory, 
the production sector has gained significant 
relevance inside the Conservatory of Parma. 
The Conservatory produces more than 100 
events every year so to provide the students 
with a space for artistic expression, education, 
growth and constant connection with the public. 
The best students are selected to perform in 
concerts, opera productions, musical and choral 
workshops. Among the events celebrated, there 
are two concert seasons twice a year, namely
“I concerti del Boito” and “Barocco in San 
Rocco”, the anniversaries of Holocaust Memorial 
Day and the Republic Day, in sinergy with the 
Prefecture of Parma. 

In addition to these concert seasons, the 
Conservatory also promotes other Third Mission 
activities: listening guides open to everyone (e.g. 
Il suono svelato), listening guides designed for 
school students (e.g. Ascoltando s’impara) and 
a cycle of conference-concerts aimed for the 
presentation of publishing releases in the field of 
music (Parole da ascoltare). All the activities are 
free and open to everyone. 

Les Concerts du Cloitre is organized by the 
students in order to provide a space to informally 
perform in front of a public before a concert or 
an exam.

Furthermore, in 2019, the Conservatory hosted 
the National Arts Prize for Early Music and it 
will host the 2021 edition for Singing and Vocal 
Chamber Music.

Lastly, the students also partecipate in numerous 
music festival and national concert exhibitions. 
There is particular attention to the didactic and 
integrative activities such as masterclasses and 
seminars in order to enrich the educational offer 
by giving the students the possibility to study with 
illustrious professors from the most prestigious 
music institutions in Italy and in the world.

PRODUCTION AND THIRD MISSION

www.conservatorio.pr.it/category/eventi
www.conservatorio.pr.it/category/masterclass
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OERAT Meets the Young Talents, concert in collaboration with La Toscanini

https://www.conservatorio.pr.it/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Conserv_Boito-CalendariConcerti-A3-210121-.pdf
https://www.conservatorio.pr.it/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/LocaSuonoSvelato2019-20-1.pdf
https://www.conservatorio.pr.it/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/LocandinaGuide2021DEF.pdf
http://www.conservatorio.pr.it/category/eventi
http://www.conservatorio.pr.it/category/masterclass


As a member of the INSV – National Institute of Verdian Studies, 
the Conservatory of Parma affirms its vocation to experimentation 
and innovation in the field of research by setting partnerships, wor-
kshops and seminars for internal professors and scholars and lite-
rature publications. The research field involves theoretical works of 
manifold nature such as historic musicology, pedagogy, artistic crea-
tivity and performance-interpretation. 

The commitment towards research is materialized in some projects 
that involve prestigious international guests, eg: Sentiamoci a Par-
ma, a workshop that gathers Ear Training professors from all over 
the world and is the winner of the “Leonardo Da Vinci” Prize in 2019 
and in 2020; LabRetMus (“Laboratory of Music Rethoric”); Labirinti 
Sonori which consists of seminars and concerts on the relationship 
between creativity and new technology; Laboratory for Keyboards 
and Historic Practices. The research is also dedicated to deepening 
the knowledge and appreciation of historic and documentary patri-
mony conserved in the Riccardo Barilla Museum, the Media Library, 
Historic Archives and the Music Section of the Palatina Library, than-
ks to the support of the Cariparma Foundation. 

The Conservatory has celebrated many important anniversaries re-
lated to illustrious ex-students and professors, such as Arturo Tosca-
nini, Ildebrando Pizzetti, Cleofonte Campanini and Piero Guarino, by 
hosting many events, exhibitions, concerts with historic instruments 
and publications. It has also promoted the constitution of the Na-
tional Committee for the 100th death anniversary of Arrigo Boito. 

Another relevant initiative is “I Quaderni del Boito”, a compilation 
of studies that was started in the 70’s and has continued until today 
with an online electronic set of publications open to professors and 
students. 

Among recent publications: the documents of the conference “To-
scanini, Italy and the World: education, career, music and civic herita-
ge” written in collaboration with the Conservatory and the State Ar-
chives of Milan, and the CDs dedicated to Franco Margola (Tactus) 
and Piero Guarino.

RESEARCH

www.conservatorio.pr.it/pubblicazioni
www.conservatorio.pr.it/i-quaderni-del-boito
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Casa del Suono di Parma

https://www.studiverdiani.it/en
https://www.conservatorio.pr.it/en/sentiamoci-a-parma/
https://www.conservatorio.pr.it/en/sentiamoci-a-parma/
https://www.conservatorio.pr.it/labretmus-laboratorio-di-retorica-musicale-musica-e-umorismo-18-e-19-03-2021/
https://www.conservatorio.pr.it/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/labirinti-sonori_v5-2018.pdf
https://www.conservatorio.pr.it/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/labirinti-sonori_v5-2018.pdf
https://www.conservatorio.pr.it/en/?s=laboratorio+tastiere
https://www.conservatorio.pr.it/en/?s=laboratorio+tastiere
https://www.fondazionecrp.it/
https://www.arrigoboito.it/
https://www.arrigoboito.it/


The Conservatory of Parma offers its students, 
starting from their earliest years, the possibility of 
living the experience of ensemble music with sin-
ging and instrumental groups, in order to gradual-
ly introduce them to the great repertoire in early, 
classical, jazz and contemporary music. Thanks to 
these experiences, the students acquire abilities to 
face the professional contexts outside the Conser-
vatory. Asides the various active mono-instrumen-
tal ensemble, there are other vocal and instrumen-
tal ensembles such as:

The Students Orchestra gives the students the 
challenging experience of major symphonic reper-
toire. It holds concerts in Teatro Regio di Parma, 
Auditorium Paganini and Parma’s Cathedral.

The Students Choir, composed of students who 
attend the courses of Choral Practice, has a wide 
sacred and profane repertoire. It performs in many 
prestigious venues such as Auditorium Paganini 
and Teatro Regio di Parma. 

The Symphonic Wind Band gives many concerts 
in important contexts such as Teatro Regio of Par-
ma, Teatro Comunale of Modena and Teatro Ma-
gnani of Fidenza. In addition, it also holds an active 
role in the diffusion of music in schools. 

The Accademia del Carmine is an ensemble cre-
ated to bring the students closer to the informed 
practice of early music on modern instruments and 
to provide them with knowledge on new interpre-
tations of music scores of the past. 

Par.M.A. Musica Antica is an ensemble of the 
Early Music Department and offers the students 
the possibility to get a specialization in the vocal 
and instrumental repertoire side by side with the 
professors, in wonderful venues such as Parma’s 
Cathedral, Teatro Farnese of Parma and national 
festivals. 

Mefisto Ensemble is a workshop-orchestra that 
allows Jazz students to perform and listen to their 
own compositions and orchestrations and verify in 
real-time their creative mind. 

The Contemporary Music Group (GMC) gives the 
opportunity to students to dealing with the music 
repertoire from the mid-900s to today and with 
the news scores of the composition courses. The 
group has been a guest of Teatro Due of Parma, 
Teatro Comunale of Bologna and Bologna Festival. 

The “Suono Condiviso” Ensemble gathers studen-
ts at Casa della Musica in order to collaborate in 
the contemporary repertoire in synergy with the 
electro-acoustic research group. 

The Pre-academic Orchestra was created to te-
ach the youngest students the basis of orchestra 
work, the discipline during rehearsals, mutual re-
spect, listening and collaboration. 

The Junior Band aims at offering the wind instru-
ment students a musical experience of ensemble 
music from their first years of studies. 

The Children’s Choir is aimed to students from 
primary and secondary first-grade school; it was 
created to provide a space to enjoy music through 
an innovative and mindful learning. 

ORCHESTRA, CHOIR AND ENSEMBLE
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Conservatory’s students Orchestra and Choir. Concert in the Paganini Auditorium of Parma



VIA EMILIA YOUTH ORCHESTRA – OGVE 

The OGVE was created in 2018 under the initiative of the 
Conservatories of Parma, Piacenza, Modena and Reggio Emilia. 
Its main goal is to provide the best students of these fours 
institutions with the opportunity of an educational experience 
in the field of orchestra practice, in sinergy with the production 
sector of the regional and national territory, under the guidance 
of expert professors-tutors.

The project benefits from the contributions of the MIUR – Ministry 
of University and Research – and funding from the Cariparma 
Foundation, Modena Foundation, Lamborghini Automobiles, 
the National Committee for the 100th death anniversary 
of Arrigo Boito. Furthermore, it receives sponsorship from 
the Emilia-Romagna Region and from the Municipalities of 
Modena, Parma, Piacenza, Reggio Emilia and contributions for 
single events offered by theaters, foundations and committees 
(Teatro Regio of Parma and Festival Verdi, Teatro Comunale 
of Modena “L. Pavarotti”, the theatres of Reggio Emilia, Teatro 
Bismantova of Castelnovo ne’ Monti, Teatro Comunale of 
Piacenza, Modena Città of Belcanto). 

www.conservatorio.pr.it/ogve-orchestra-giovanile-della-via-emilia
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Via Emilia Youth Orchestra (OGVE). Credits ©Rolando Paolo Guerzoni

http://conservatorio.pr.it/ogve-orchestra-giovanile-della-via-emilia


Fondazione Teatro Regio di Parma: the students of the 
Conservatory of Parma are regularly protagonists of ope-
ras, concerts, events and meetings organized by the thea-
tre in contexts such as Festival Verdi (awarded by the Inter-
national Opera Awards 2017 as best festival in the world), 
Verdi Off, Imparolopera, Prima che si alzi il sipario. 

The Conservatory also constantly collaborates with Te-
atro Comunale of Bologna, the Theatres of Piacenza, 
Reggio Emilia and Modena. 

La Toscanini: the Conservatory has an active and intense 
collaboration with the Arturo Toscanini Foundation, whi-
ch provides students with the opportunity of doing expe-
riences as soloists, composers, conductors and orchestra 
members within the Arturo Toscanini Philharmonic and 
OERAT – Arturo Toscanini Emilia Romagna Orchestra. This 
partnership, which further includes an internship for the 
Postgraduate specialization course in Music performance 
and interpretation in orchestra, has also provided a series 
of summer concerts “OERAT Meets the Young Talents” in 
order to promote exhibitions of artistic excellence.

Orchestra Giovanile “Luigi Cherubini”: the orchestra, 
conducted by Riccardo Muti, offers the students of the 
Postgraduate specialization course in Music performance 
and interpretation in orchestra an opportunity of doing an 
experience within this orchestra.

Università di Parma: this cooperation includes didactic 
exchanges (language courses for foreigners, musicology 
courses, etc.), research deepening in the electro-acoustic 
field, mutual assistance in the reception of international 
students and concerts in the Aula Magna. 

THE CITY AND THE TERRITORY: SYNERGIES

25

 Imparolopera: Rigoletto, co-production with Teatro Regio di Parma. 
Credits ©Roberto Ricci - Teatro Regio di Parma

https://www.teatroregioparma.it/
http://www.fondazionetoscanini.it/it/
https://www.orchestracherubini.it/
http://www.unipr.it


Municipality of Parma: this agreement allows the 
Conservatory to use structures such as Casa della 
Musica, Casa del Suono, and Label Studio for di-
dactic purposes, productions and research in the 
electro-acoustic field in collaboration with the Uni-
versity of Parma. Among the many shared projects: 
I concerti del Boito in the House of Music, I like Par-
ma concerts, the celebration of Arturo Toscanini, 
Arrigo Boito, Cleofonte Campanini, and the big 
event of Parma 2020+21 Cultural Capital of Italy in 
which the conservatory has produced almost 100 
events in four sections (La città sonora; La Via Emi-
lia; Parma barocca, The historic and instrumental pa-
trimony of the Conservatory). 
www.conservatorio.pr.it/parma-2020

Prefecture of Parma: the Republic Day celebra-
tion concert has been organized in the last years by 
the Prefecture of Parma in collaboration with the 
Conservatory and UPI and includes the participa-
tion of the Students Orchestra.

Diocese of Parma: the common projects include 
the production of events such as the Christmas 
Concert in Cathedral, the use of the San Roc-
co Church where students and professors of the 
Conservatory’s Early Music Department can hold 
lessons in an environment dedicated to the epo-
ch and give life to the San Rocco Baroque Concert 
Season. 

Prometeo Foundations: the students constantly 
partecipate in Traiettorie festival, an international 
event dedicated to modern and contemporary mu-
sic, which received the Abbiati Award of Italian Mu-
sic Critique in 2010. 

ParmaFrontiere: the cooperation is dedicated to 
workshop and concert activities within the context 
of ParmaJazz Frontiere Festival which has been 
promoting Jazz and contemporary music projects 
from 1996. 

Società dei concerti di Parma: the students from 
the Postgraduate specialization courses regularly 
participate in the Paganini Festival.

The National Committee for the 100th death 
anniversary of Arrigo Boito collaborates with Cini 
Foundation, Municipality of Parma, Municipality 
of Milan, Teatro alla Scala, Teatro Regio of Parma, 
Teatro La Fenice, Teatro Due, Toscanini Foundation, 
Conservatory of Milan, University of Parma, Ricordi 
Historic Archives, Società dei Concerti di Parma, 
Complesso monumentale della Pilotta. 

The Via Emilia Agreement, with the Conservato-
ries of Piacenza, Modena and Reggio Emilia, stands 
out among the numerous sinergies in the territory 
(eg the Conservatory inaugurated the Summer 
Academy of Early Music in 2019) and other Italian 
conservatories. Its purpose resides above all in 
promoting common lesson activities and the pro-
duction of events for ensemble and orchestra mu-
sic. The Agreement includes the administration of 
the OGVE and the logistic and improvement of the 
didactic and administrative services. 
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https://www.comune.parma.it/homepage.aspx
https://www.comune.parma.it/homepage.aspx
https://www.lacasadellamusica.it/it-IT/homepage-casa-della-musica.aspx
https://www.lacasadellamusica.it/it-IT/homepage-casa-della-musica.aspx
https://www.lacasadellamusica.it/it-IT/Casa-del-Suono.aspx
https://www.lacasadellamusica.it/it-IT/Label---Laboratorio-di-Elettroacustica-1.aspx
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Based on the conviction that the exchange of ar-
tistic experiences and practices is ultimate for the 
education of musicians, the Conservatory of Parma 
has cultivated and consolidated international re-
lations and has obtained important acknowledg-
ment for the work carried out. 

There are approximately 100 partnership agre-
ements under the European Erasmus+ Program 
that, with the support of public funding, provides 
scholarship grants for the mobility of outgoing and 
incoming students and professors. The vastity of 
choices enlarges the educational offer through ma-
sterclasses and workshops and allows our studen-
ts to have international experiences outside Italy.
Within the Erasmus+ programme, the Conserva-
tory also offers partnerships with prestigious non-
EU institutions such as the Gnesins Academy in 
Moscow and the Tbilisi State Conservatory (Ge-
orgia) and it is member of Erasmus+ Strategic Par-
tnership Programs: European Opera Academy, a 
network of 14 European institutions dedicated to 
professional training in musical theatre and co-pro-
duction experiences, as well the establishment of 
a strategic partnership dedicated to the teaching 
of opera and The Jazz Workshop, shared with 6 
other European conservatories. 
The International Relations and Erasmus Depart-
ment, composed of professors and administrative 
staff, provides personalized advice and logistical 
assistance to incoming and outgoing students and 
coordinates the mobility of professors. 

Incoming students are welcomed in collaboration 
with the University of Parma, where they attend 
Italian language courses and other activities; they 
can actively participate in the life of the Conserva-
tory, in selections for concerts inside and outside 
campus. Outgoing students are directed towards 
the didactic and artistic experiences best suited to 
their professional training. 

The Conservatory is member of the AEC – Associa-
tion Européenne des Conservatoires, Académ-
ies de Musique et Musikhochschulen, the Global 
Music Education League, the CNVQR (National 
Coordination for the Evaluation of Refugee Quali-
fications) and the Roche Continents / Salzburger 
Festspiele program. Furthermore the Conserva-
tory has an extra-European partnership and a pe-
riodic collaboration with the University of Georgia 
(USA).

The Conservatory regularly organizes prestigious 
international events such as the Ear Training 
workshop “Sentiamoci a Parma” every January; 
Labirinti Sonori workshops and concerts 
dedicated to electronic music throughout the 
whole year, in cooperation with Casa della Musica 
and the University of Parma.

The Conservatory was awarded the Supplement 
Label Diploma by the European Commission along 
with other top European conservatories in 2009 
and again in 2013. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND ERASMUS+

www.conservatorio.pr.it/en > International
For further information, please visit the international section in the website:
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www.zanfilisztcompetition.org/concorso.html

INTERNATIONAL PIANO COMPETITION 
“FRANZ LISZT” – MARIO ZANFI AWARD

The International Piano Competition “Franz 
Liszt” – Mario Zanfi Award is held every four 
years at the Conservatory of Parma and 
represents a precious opportunity for young 
talents of the piano. It is aimed at pianists of 
any nationality up to 35 years, who can be 
listened by a prestigious board of juries and be 
redirected to important concert institutions.

The Competition, which has been a member of 
the Alink-Argerich Foundation since 2018, was 
established thanks to the legacy of Mario Zanfi 
(1901-1976), an interpreter with an ardent 
temperament and transcendental technique, 
who graduated from the Conservatory of 
Parma. Throughout his life, Zanfi remained 
very attached to the institution nominated 
by him universal heir in 1975. Consequently, 
the Conservatory instituted a contest entirely 
dedicated to the pianistic repertoire of Franz 
Liszt, of which Zanfi was an extraordinary 
interpreter. There have been eleven editions 
of the contest from 1981 until today, in which 
extraordinarily talented pianists have made 
themselves known. 

For more information:
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Finals of the Zanfi Award 2019, event included in the Verdi Festival of Teatro Regio di Parma

http://en.zanfilisztcompetition.org


LIVING IN PARMA

Parma is a city renowned for its art, music and qua-
lity of life. Its centre welcomes tourists and citizens 
with rich artistic masterpieces, large green areas, 
small and big treasures from different eras. Among 
the relics from the past, we can find the Romane-
sque Cathedral, the Baptistery made of pink mar-
ble of Verona, the Complesso Monumentale della 
Pilotta (symbol of the ducal power of the Farnese, 
which includes the Farnese Theatre, the National 
Gallery, the National Archaeological Museum and 
the Palatina Library) and the neoclassical Teatro 
Regio. 

Relevant personalities: Giuseppe Verdi was born 
in Roncole, just a few kilometers away from the city 
where one can still visit his birth house. Arturo To-
scanini grew up in a humble house in Oltretorren-
te, Parma, now a museum, and studied violoncello 
and composition at the Conservatory. Niccolò Pa-
ganini, Duchess Maria Luigia, the painter Correggio 
are other relevant personalities who are part of hi-
story of the city.

Events: Parma is a city culturally vital known for 
its musical and theatrical traditions. Every year the 
city hosts high level manifestations and events in 
the theatres, the squares and the most original and 
suggestive places of the territory. For example, the 
Verdi Festival (produced by Teatro Regio) takes pla-
ce in the city every October.

Connections: Parma is located in northern Italy, 
in Emilia-Romagna, halfway between Bologna and 
Milan, in the heart of the Po Valley, a strategic po-
sition that allows you to quickly reach destinations 
of economic and tourist interest. Located on the 

A1 Milan-Bologna and A15 Parma-La Spezia, Par-
ma also has an airport. The railway station is also 
well connected to other Italian cities and the most 
important European capitals.

Gastronomy: Parma is in the center of the so cal-
led “Food Valley” due to its excellent gastronomic 
production of Parma Ham, Parmigiano-Reggiano, 
Culatello of Zibello, Spalla Cotta of San Secondo. Not 
surprisingly, the city has been chosen as the per-
manent seat of the European Food Safety Authori-
ty (EFSA) and has been appointed by UNESCO Cre-
ative City of Gastronomy.

Reference: official website of the Municipality of 
Parma for touristic information.

For further information: 
www.parmawelcome.it/en/
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Photos from the official website for touristic information of the 
Municipality of Parma

http://parmawelcome.it
https://www.parmawelcome.it/en/


CONTACT

Conservatory “Arrigo Boito” of Parma
Via del Conservatorio, 27/A – 43121 Parma, Italia
Tel.: +39 (0)521-381911 – Fax: +39 (0)521-200398
PEC: conservatorio.pr@pec.it
PEO: cmparma@conservatorio.pr.it
Sito web:www.conservatorio.pr.it/en/

E-mail:
Secretariat of the Directorate and the Presidency: segreteria.direzione@conservatorio.pr.it
Administrative Director: direttore.amministrativo@conservatorio.pr.it
Director of the Accountancy Office: direttore.ragioneria@conservatorio.pr.it
Academic secretariats and tutoring for I and II level academic courses, Pre-academic courses, 
Instrumental laboratories – Courses for basic training:
segreteria.didattica@conservatorio.pr.it
segreteria.didattica1@conservatorio.pr.it
segreteria.didattica2@conservatorio.pr.it
segreteria.didattica3@conservatorio.pr.it
Postgraduate specialization course: master@conservatorio.pr.it
Student Tutoring: tutor@conservatorio.pr.it
International Relations and Erasmus Office: erasmus@conservatorio.pr.it
Production Office: ufficio.produzione@conservatorio.pr.it
Instruments Office: ufficio.strumenti@conservatorio.pr.it
Press Office: press@conservatorio.pr.it
Salaries and pensions Office: ufficio.stipendi@conservatorio.pr.it
Staff Office: ufficio.personale@conservatorio.pr.it
Purchase and asset management Office: ufficio.acquisti@conservatorio.pr.it
DPO: dpo@conservatorio.pr.it

Ministry of University and Research
MUR: www.miur.gov.it
Studying in Italy: www.studiare-in-italia.it/studentistranieri
ERASMUS+ National Agency www.erasmusplus.it
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